ESL Placement Test: Step by Step

The Versant English Placement Test is taken online. Results are available in minutes. To take the test

you will need the following:

*Test instructions

* Access to a computer

* A good internet connection

* A headset with microphone

* One free hour to complete the test

* A quiet room where you can work without interruptions throughout the test

1.If you are a new student: The ESL department will receive your application. Please wait 24 hours for an
email from ScoreKeeper (Pearson) to take the test.

2.Check your personal email. You will receive an email from “ScoreKeeper” with the subject “Salt Lake
Community College has invited you to take a Versant test.” Click on “Start Test”
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Click on the button below, to access test instructions and start your test.
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3. A request will show, please click “Allow and Continue”. Then click “Next”.

Welcome to Versant!
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4. If your first name, last name, and Bruinmail are not automatically filled, add the missing information. Then
read the privacy policy by clicking on the link “Pearson’s privacy policy”. Next check the box to acknowledge
the privacy policy.

*“Bach student will have their own Test Identification Number (TIN). Please write down the TIN number
or take a picture with your phone, so you can check your score later.

Emma Srmith

emmasmith@bruinmail.sloc.edu

Personal information

) | acknowledge Pearson's privacy polic
Fill in your contact details to access your test 8 1ack P Y policy

5. Before starting your test, read the requirements and instructions on your computer.

Please watch a video that explains the best practices to help you with your test: P Play video (C ))) VERSANT Emma Smith
Versant for Web Test Instructions [1M: 79864430

To start your Test:
BEFORE THE TEST:
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Computerwiths  Vmacistwiths  Aquietroom  Follow the instraons o make e you
O Testinstructions: & Downlosd Test inssructions o i bcucpleans . i oy
DURING THE TEST:

Q I have read the test instructions
EEE
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STARTING AND ENDING THE TEST
® Cancel
1,60 to https:/iwww.versanitest.com/scorakeeper/take- test
2.¥ou may be asked 1o enter your TIN
3. Click on “Validate™, then follow the on-sareen instructions.
4. Select “Web” and dlick on “Start test”™

6. Check the box “I have read the test instructions” after you have read them and click OK.
Don’t watch the video.

Please watch a video that explains the best practices to help you with your test:

To start your Test:
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7. A request will show, click Allow and Continue, then click Start.

VERSANT
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Versant English Placement Test

If your test does not start automatically, click “Start”

8. Make sure you have a computer with a microphone or have a headset, strong internet connection, a
quiet space, and enough time to complete the test. When you have all of the requirements ready, click
the box “Yes, I'm ready.” Then click “Next”.

VeRsANT d

Things you need to know before starting the test

(T Computer
\ =/ You will newd a computer with a ricrophone and speaker. You canuse
carbucks or a headset

[y WnRermat
\\_ '/' Hare 3 refiable intermat conmecBon.

/!é_-‘-_ Quint space

W/ Choose aquiet rocm with no distractions.

(=" Limited thme for responses

\¥=_/ vou only have a limited amount of time to answer each test question. You
will hear a sound when i fs time to speak, and anceher sound when the
tirme i crver. When the time s over, Ehe test will move you onto the nest
quession autornatically. S0 you shoukd be ready to speak 22 500N 25 you
hear the sound

ré}\. Time
A The Wersant Engleh Placermend Test has 5 parts. The best takes
appromimabily 50 mnutes. Ok Start’ o start the test
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9. The system will do a quick computer check. Please wait until you see the green
check marks for all 4 items, then click “Next”.

Let's check your equipment
Let's eheck your equipment Syste m C h eck
System Check sree 005

STEPiof8

System check is complete.
We're confirming your systenTs capabilities.

Browser version
Browser version (/]

Browser compatibility
Browser compatibility

Cookie setti
Cookie settings 1L
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MNetwork connection
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Network connection

10. Make sure your internet is working. When the check is complete, it will turn green.
Then click “Next”.

Let's check your equipment

Bandwidth Check

STEP2ofS

Bandwidth check is complete.
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11. In this section, they will check your microphone. To use your microphone, click on

“Allow”. Once you have done that, repeat the phrase “One, Two, Three, Four.....Ten.”

) Versant for Web - Versant English Placement Test - Microphone ¢

|‘E| hitps://viw2.versant.zone/microphone-check
Let's check your equipment

Mic rophone ChECk viw2.versant.zone wants to

STEP 3of 5
.Qr Use your microphones

To check your microphone, we need access to your
microphone,

e 4




12. Once the microphone check has been completed, click “Next”.

Let's check your equipment

Microphone Check
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Microphone check is complete,

13. In this section, they will check your sound volume. Check to see if you can hear anything by
clicking on “Play” to hear the music. Once you hear the audio, click “Yes, I can”. Then click “Next”.

Remember, you can adjust your volume during the test by moving the slider in the upper right hand

corner.

Let's check your equipment

Speaker Check

STEP40f5

Can you hear the audio playing when you select "n

"Replay™? \\
\> Yes, | can Mo, | can't

Mo, | can't.

Let's check your equipment
Speaker Check

Speaker check is complete




14. In this section, the system will check for background noise. It is important to be in a quiet room, so
you are not distracted. When you are ready, click “Start”, and remain silent for the next few seconds.

“If you are not in a quite room, the sound checking will fail. It is to ensure a quiet environment.
Please try again if it fails. When the sound check passes, please click “Next”.

Let’s check your equipment

Background Noise

STEF S of 5

Let’s check your equipment
Background Noise
STEPSof §

Please be very quiet. When you press "Start”, we will begin
: i ) i Background noise check is complete

listening to your environment for background noise.

Qiet Too loud

e

15. Once the system has checked everything, you will be able to start the test. Please click
“Ne_Xt”.

Success!

All setup checks have passed.

System check
Bandwidth check
Microphone check

Speaker check

O 0 0 0 0

Background noise check
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16. The test will provide you with speaking tips. Please listen and read carefully, Once you are done

listening and reading, click “Next”.

VERSANT

by Pearson

Speaking Tips
It is important to speak naturally during the test.

Here are some tips:
* Speak at a normal speed like you would during a
conversation.
* Speak like you are talking to a person on the phone.
There is no need to speak too carefully or slowly,

« Speak at 2 normal velume, not too loud or too soft.

®

<)
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17. An examiner's voice will then guide you through the test and explain how to answer the different

types of questions.

Click “Next”. You will be given an example of a test question. You can read and listen to the
question. Then you will need to answer the question. Once you finish with your example speech,

click “Next”.

nent Test

VERSANT ®
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Record a speech sample

i
Before you stan the test, we need 1o hear you speak, so we will ol

Eive you a qu Listen 1o the question, then give your

answer, You have 30 seconds 1o answer this Question. T'YIO
speak for as long as you can.

( Playinstructions )

)

-«

Describe how you manage your time when you
are busy.

' Play question .
Qq

Answer the question.

Record a speech sample

Describe how you manage your time when you are

busy.

Answer the question.
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18. Before starting the test, read the “Overview.” It will provide an overview of the different
parts of the test. When you are ready, click “Next” and start the test.
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Overview

This test has multiple parts. In each part, you will perform a
different task.

A Read Aloud 2
B Repeat 16
C Sentence Builds 10
D Conversations 12
E Typing 1

F Sentence Completion 20
G Dictation 16
H Passage Reconstruction 3

I Summary and Opinion 1

General Speaking Test Tips

All of your answers are spoken aloud and recorded for scoring:

* Make sure you are in a quiet room with no background noise (even loud fans and air conditioning can
cause interference).

* Ensure your headset is properly connected to your computer (to avoid static or technical issues).

» Speak clearly at the same volume you would use for a telephone conversation (don't shout or whisper).

* When you speak, do not rush or speak extra slowly.

* Try pronouncing words that you do not know, but be aware, you should not repeat yourself for any
reason, including to correct yourself.

* Consider which words need to be emphasized.

* Pay attention to punctuation (e.g., commas, semi colons, and periods) as these will give you clues for
pauses in your speech.

* Do your best and try not to worry about mistakes. You will not be able to re-record your answer.

You will have 15 seconds to answer each question.




When the test starts, it will give you instructions for each section. There are 9 parts, and

each part will ask you to complete different tasks.

Item type Skill(s) tested Items in test
Read Aloud (Part A) Speaking and Reading 2
Repeat (Part B) Speaking 16
Sentence Builds .

(Part O) Speaking 10
Conversations : ;

(Part D) Listening 12
Typing (Part E) Typing Speed and Accuracy 1
Sentence Completion :

(Part F) Reading 20
Dictation (Part G) Listening 16
Passage Reconstruction -

(Part H) Writing 3
Summary and Opinion : e

(Part ) Reading and Writing 1

The test will give you instructions at the beginning of each section. Make sure to

listen or read the instructions carefully, and do what is asked of you. There will also

be an example for each part of the test.

For example:

Listen to the instructions:

Blish Placement Test

Part A: Read Aloud

Read the passage aloud smoothly and naturally in a clear voice, You will be stopped after 30 seconds. Thisisnot a l
speed reading test. You may not be able to finish reading the entire passage, but that is okay. When your time is up,

you will automatically move on to the next item.

0

“Read and listen to the instructions and example for each part. Then

answer the questions from parts A through I.



19. When you finish, click on the blue “SUBMIT” button to submit the test, then exit the
test.

VERSANT

by Prarsen

After clicking "Submit", you will be able to

end your test session. Test com plEIE‘

You can now leave the test.
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~ Score report

Go to: https://www.pearson.com/languages/test-takers/versant-by-pearson/score-lookup.html

OR search “Versant Score Lookup” in your web browser. Click the first link and put in your TIN.
Check the captcha to proceed.
Click “Get score”.

Score lookup

Enter your Test Identification Number (TIN) in the space below to obtain your
Versant score report.

>§ TIN
;—9 I'm not a robot

reCAPTEHA
- % Gel score

You will receive an overall score, and a score for four individual skills (reading, writing, listening and
speaking). You will also receive tips on how to improve each skill.
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https://www.pearson.com/languages/test-takers/versant-by-pearson/score-lookup.html

“If you decide to stop the test or if there is a technical issue, click on the option that best fits in your
case, then select “Yes, I'm ready” and “Start”.

Ready to Continue?

First, please tell us why you left the test?
@) 1 chose o leave the test.

There was a technical problem.

Are you ready to continue this test? Yes, I'm ready, Ul take my test later

‘ersant English Placement Test @

“To continue, follow the same procedure starting from Step 1.
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