
ESL Placement Test: Step by Step

If you are a new student: The ESL department will receive your application. Please wait 24 hours for an
email from ScoreKeeper (Pearson) to take the test. 

1.

Check your personal email. You will receive an email from “ScoreKeeper” with the subject “Salt Lake
Community College has invited you to take a Versant test.” Click on “Start Test”

2.

The Versant English Placement Test is taken online. Results are available in minutes. To take the test
you will need the following: 

•Test instructions
• Access to a computer
• A good internet connection
• A headset with microphone
• One free hour to complete the test
• A quiet room where you can work without interruptions throughout the test
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3. A request will show, please click “Allow and Continue”. Then click “Next”.



*Each student will have their own Test Identification Number (TIN). Please write down the TIN number
or take a picture with your phone, so you can check your score later.
 

4. If your first name, last name, and Bruinmail are not automatically filled, add the missing information.  Then
read the privacy policy by clicking on the link “Pearson’s privacy policy”. Next check the box to acknowledge
the privacy policy. 

5. Before starting your test, read the requirements and instructions on your computer.

6. Check the box “I have read the test instructions” after you have read them and click OK.  
Don’t watch the video.
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7. A request will show, click Allow and Continue, then click Start. 

8.  Make sure you have a computer with a microphone or have a headset, strong internet connection, a
quiet space, and enough time to complete the test. When you have all of the requirements ready, click
the box “Yes, I’m ready.” Then click “Next”.
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9. The system will do a quick computer check. Please wait until you see the green
check marks for all 4 items, then click “Next”.

10. Make sure your internet is working. When the check is complete, it will turn green.
Then click “Next”.

11. In this section, they will check your microphone. To use your microphone, click on
“Allow”. Once you have done that, repeat the phrase “One, Two, Three, Four.....Ten.”
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13. In this section, they will check your sound volume. Check to see if you can hear anything by
clicking on “Play” to hear the music. Once you hear the audio, click “Yes, I can”. Then click “Next”. 

Remember, you can adjust your volume during the test by moving the slider in the upper right hand
corner.

12. Once the microphone check has been completed, click “Next”.
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14. In this section, the system will check for background noise. It is important to be in a quiet room, so
you are not distracted. When you are ready, click “Start”, and remain silent for the next few seconds.

*If you are not in a quite room, the sound checking will fail. It is to ensure a quiet environment.
Please try again if it fails. When the sound check passes, please click “Next”.

15. Once the system has checked everything, you will be able to start the test. Please click
“Next”.
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16. The test will provide you with speaking tips. Please listen and read carefully, Once you are done
listening and reading, click “Next”.

17. An examiner's voice will then guide you through the test and explain how to answer the different
types of questions. 

Click “Next”. You will be given an example of a test question. You can read and listen to the
question. Then you will need to answer the question. Once you finish with your example speech,
click “Next”.



18. Before starting the test, read the “Overview.” It will provide an overview of the different
parts of the test. When you are ready, click “Next” and start the test.

General Speaking Test Tips
All of your answers are spoken aloud and recorded for scoring:

 • Make sure you are in a quiet room with no background noise (even loud fans and air conditioning can
cause interference). 
• Ensure your headset is properly connected to your computer (to avoid static or technical issues). 
• Speak clearly at the same volume you would use for a telephone conversation (don't shout or whisper). 
• When you speak, do not rush or speak extra slowly. 
• Try pronouncing words that you do not know, but be aware, you should not repeat yourself for any
reason, including to correct yourself. 
• Consider which words need to be emphasized. 
• Pay attention to punctuation (e.g., commas, semi colons, and periods) as these will give you clues for
pauses in your speech. 
• Do your best and try not to worry about mistakes. You will not be able to re-record your answer. 
You will have 15 seconds to answer each question.
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When the test starts, it will give you instructions for each section. There are 9 parts, and
each part will ask you to complete different tasks.

The test will give you instructions at the beginning of each section. Make sure to
listen or read the instructions carefully, and do what is asked of you. There will also
be an example for each part of the test.

For example:

*Read and listen to the instructions and example for each part. Then
answer the questions from parts A through I.
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19. When you finish, click on the blue “SUBMIT” button to submit the test, then exit the
test.

Score report
Go to: https://www.pearson.com/languages/test-takers/versant-by-pearson/score-lookup.html
OR search “Versant Score Lookup” in your web browser. Click the first link and put in your TIN. 
Check the captcha to proceed.
Click “Get score”.
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You will receive an overall score, and a score for four individual skills (reading, writing, listening and
speaking). You will also receive tips on how to improve each skill.

https://www.pearson.com/languages/test-takers/versant-by-pearson/score-lookup.html


11

*If you decide to stop the test or if there is a technical issue, click on the option that best fits in your
case, then select “Yes, I’m ready” and “Start”.

*To continue, follow the same procedure starting from Step 1.


