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A Message From the Dean
Welcome Back!
This is truly an exciting time in the School of Business. It seems
as though I say that every year and every year it is true but for
different reasons. This year we welcomed 4 new faculty and 2 new
administrative assistants to the School of Business. We are excited
about the unique talents they bring and have already seen some of the
benefits of those talents.
This year our focus will be on implementing the College Vision,
Mission, Values and Goals established last year and presented to
us in March. We are all encouraged to reflect on the work we do
and the direction in which the institution is going. Conversations
have pointed to some critical areas that need attention, namely
inclusion and retention. With regard to inclusion, we seek to serve
all segments of society represented in our service area. We have
seen an increasingly diverse student population. We need to see an
equally increasingly diverse population among employee groups in
the College. There is strong evidence that suggests a diverse faculty
and staff that mirrors the makeup of the student body has a significant
impact on student persistence and completion.
We all need to take ownership of retention in a proactive way. Each of
us will come in contact with students who are encountering difficulty.
We can proactively offer encouragement and guidance that will keep
the student engaged and enrolled. I have encouraged Associate Deans
Dr. Dennis Bromley, Dean
to organize student retention teams, made up of faculty with a passion
for student retention, for each AAS program. Their primary objective is to design and implement a proactive intervention/
communication protocol. Collectively, these teams will reach out to each AAS student to ascertain their standing and help
them overcome any obstacles in the way of their progress toward graduation. In addition, I encourage faculty to take time
in class to help students make sure they have declared the correct major in the system. Perhaps departments can discuss and
agree upon the appropriate courses for this to take place. Having the system reflect the correct declared major is critical in
order for DegreeWorks to provide correct and meaningful information to help students with registration plans.
I am excited about the progress we have made with innovation in terms of technology-enhanced instruction and creating
more engaging learning experiences for our students. At long last we have completed the remodel work that has yielded 11
mobile/flex classrooms and the Business Resource Instructional Center (BRIC). This million dollar investment provides the
infrastructure to enable us to educate students in more meaningful and relevant ways. I encourage you to take advantage
of the many professional development opportunities available and learn how to best use these resources. I am confident
the Professional Development Committee will schedule some sessions to help in that regard. I am excited about the other
initiatives such delivering the AS Business degree completely online; accelerated and online scheduling strategies for IT
Certificates to help meet acute employment needs in our service area, and discussions about competency-based program
design. All of these undertakings will have significant impact on our ability to meet SLCC’s retention and completion goals.
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CSIS Bytes of Brilliance Summer Camp
The Division of Computer Sciences and Information Systems hosted the CSIS Bytes of Brilliance summer camp June
21-23. Bytes of Brilliance is designed to encourage young women ages 10-17 into the computer sciences field. The CSIS
Division worked closely with the Community Education Partnership of West Valley to bring 25 young women to participate
with this year’s summer camp. Instructors Dan Trujillo, Jimmy Chen, Marilyn Hibbert, Amanda Rodriguez and La Verna
Stapler strive year after year to provide quality assignments while letting the participants learn at their own pace. We hope
to continue this tradition for many more summers.

Summer Adventure in India
This summer, five SLCC students and Assistant Professor Jen Klenk joined Westminster College on a destination journey
of a lifetime: India Study Abroad. The students were treated to a historical tour through architectural phenomena, including
Sikh and Hindu temples, historical landmarks and the Taj Mahal. The group then engaged in Service Learning activities by
teaching English to school children, consulting a women’s group in starting a business and helping special needs children
create a mural to be displayed in a village library.
Student, Makayla Carroll reflected, “I have definitely taken education for granted compared to the access that some of these
children have access too. It was a very humbling experience.”
To cap off the trip, students engaged in marketplace negotiations and an industrial tour of Dharavi, which is a city of over
one million people contained within less than one square mile. It is one of the highest populated impoverished communities
in the world.

From left to right
Marcus Chan, Crystal Ellertson, Brylee Stone, Makayla Carroll, Vera Loveless
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New Faculty Spotlights
Karen Klassen
A familiar face to the School of Business, Karen started at SLCC in August 2014
as a tutor. In January 2015 she started teaching as an Adjunct Instructor. For
2016-17 she will be a temporary Instructor in CSIS. Her academic story started
at DeVry University where she earned her Bachelor of Science in Computer
Information Systems. Before joining the SLCC family Karen was a Programmer
for ten years. She was a full-time student while employed full-time as well. She
took a professional break to be a full-time mother but kept her feet in the tech
world, by volunteering at her church as their “tech-guy”. There she installed a
network, setup VPN’s, and kept all computers up-to-date. Karen’s knowledge
will be a positive impact this year for the CSIS department.
Karen enjoys teaching in higher education because, “MOST of the students are
here because they want to be and are eager to learn. Some have work experience
that relate to what they are learning and ask specific questions to help with their
jobs.
You might think you know Karen but did you know she was in a Junior ProRodeo circuit for a few years and made it to the finals! She is full of surprises.
Karen has an active lifestyle that includes, camping, riding RZR’s, golfing, skiing,
and quilting just to name a few. She enjoys visiting her grandchildren who are
growing up too fast. Don’t be shy and strike up a conversation with Karen. Her
office is BB 107 K.

Karen Klassen, Instructor

Cindy Briggs
Cindy Briggs, Assistant Professor joins the Business Management Department. Cindy
comes to SLCC after 6 successful years as a full-time faculty member at Collin College
in McKinney, Texas. Cindy has also taught at University of Montana, UCLA, University
of Louisville, University of Dayton, and All Saint’s Academy. Cindy holds a Doctorate
in Educational Leadership and Organizational Development, a Master of Arts degree in
Higher Education, a Master of Public Administration in Nonprofit Management, and a
Bachelor of Arts in Communication/Public Relations, with minors in History, Economics,
and Political Science. She recently moved from Texas to Utah, with her husband and
children. They are temporarily residing in an apartment in Draper, until they find their
permanent home in the Salt Lake Valley.

Cindy Briggs, Assistant Professor

Cindy’s office will be located on the 3rd floor, BB 330C. Stop by to welcome her to the School of Business family.
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New Faculty Spotlights Continued
Kerry MacNamara
Joining the Finance and Economic Department is Kerry MacNamara, as an Assistant
Professor. Before coming to SLCC this semester, Kerry held positions in academia, law,
and investment banking. Her studies began at Binghamton University where she earned her
Bachelor of Arts in Economics. She went on to obtain her J.D. from University of Illinois at
Urbana-Champaign; Ed.M. in Educational Policy and Leadership from University of Illinois
at Urbana-Champaign; M.B.A. in Finance from Yale University. She is well versed with
her degrees and is bringing her valuable expertise to the department. She is active in the
community through volunteer work. She started the Yale Day of Service in Utah, an annual
service event, and founded Utah’s chapter of YaleWomen. She said, “I feel strongly about
creating greater opportunities for women in business, and I am passionate about opening
more doors and removing obstacles for women and minorities in both academia and the
corporate world”.

Kerry MacNamara,

Kerry is a single mother of a wonderful son who is her pride and joy. He is the reason behind
Assistant Professor
all that she does in life. Fulfilling a goal set by her son several years ago, they visited all
48 states of the continental U.S. by car, always taking time to find at least one distinctive aspect of that state. It was while
they were on a cross-country trip, visiting science museums from coast to coast, that they first visited Utah, one of the most
beautiful states they had seen. Living in Utah for several years now and so enjoy the multitude of activities that the state has
to offer. As you can see Kerry enjoys traveling and learning about new cultures. Swing by her office in BB 330F to give her
a big welcome.

Todd Dornberger
Welcome our new Assistant Professor of Finance and Economics, Todd
Dornberger. This is Todd’s first semester as a full-time professor at SLCC.
Previously Todd was a Stock Broker at Fidelity Investments. He also is a combat
veteran with the U.S. Army, where he served four years. Todd’s education started
at California State Sacramento where he received his Bachelor of Arts in Social
Science. He then went on to earn his Masters in Corporate and International
Finance at National University in San Diego, California. His professional
experiences will enrich our Finance students learning experiences.
On a bike, in the woods, trekking in snow, or many other outdoor activities is where
you will see Todd outside of the classroom. Some interests Todd is enthusiastic
about are hiking, bird watching, reading, and much more.
When Todd was asked what he enjoys most about working in higher education he
replied, “the opportunity to have a positive impact on student’s lives by facilitating
their learning about the essential skills of personal financial planning.”

Todd Dornberger, Assistant Professor
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New CSIS Academic Advisor
Jewly Harris
Welcome the new Program Advisor Jewly Harris, for Accounting, Computer Sciences
and Information Systems, Economics, Finance and Credit. Jewly started at SLCC in this
position on July 1, this summer. Prior to starting at SLCC, she was the Director of the
Salt Lake campus of Columbia College for 8 years. Before that she was the Academic
Advisor for 8 years at Columbia College. Jewly served on the Board of Directors for the
Murray Area Chamber of Commerce for a year. Jewly has a Master of Arts in Human
Resource Management from Webster University. We are happy to have her here helping
our students succeed.
Reflecting about working in higher education Jewly expressed, “I think the most rewarding
part of working in higher education is watching students succeed. Students who didn’t
think they could get an education, or felt they wasn’t smart enough are my favorite to
watch walk across the stage on graduation day.”
Jewly Harris, Academic Advisor
Jewly is passionate about learning new things herself. She loves to learn new computer
programs, how to paint with acrylics, and anything “crafty”. Her interests include making
her own jewelry, gardening, and spending time with friends and family. She is proud of her wonderful husband, children,
grandchildren, and not to forget her rescued poodle who now thinks she is a princess. Something you might not now about
Jewly is she used to own her own beauty shop and organized motocross races! She is full of fun surprises so don’t miss a
chance to get to know her.

Her office is located in the B.R.I.C. BB 226F. Book an appointment at https://jharr275.youcanbook.me/

Temporary Secretary
Cinthya Hobbins
Cinthya is the temporary part-time Secretary in the Division of Management,
Marketing, and Legal Studies. She has been working here since July. Before joining us
at SLCC, Cinthya worked at National Life Insurance Company as an Administrative
Support Specialist in Texas.
Cinthya obtained her Bachelor of Science in Finance at Central American Technology
University (UNITEC). She enjoys working at SLCC because it reminds her of her
childhood when she would accompany her parents to where they taught Math and
Statistics at the local university.
Before Utah, Cinthya lived in Texas, North Carolina, and is originally from Honduras.
She has been enjoying Utah’s outdoors on many hikes and is looking forward to
taking advantage of Utah’s snow with ski lessons this winter. When asked about her
hobbies she explained, “Salsa dancing makes me happy. Even though I do not label
it as a hobby, it is my number one activity to do on my free time.” Come to BB 109
to welcome Cinthya to SLCC if you have not already met her and recommend your
favorite hike to her.

Cinthya Hobbins, Secretary
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Familiar Faces, New Places
Giusseppe Huaman

The Accounting, Finance, and Economics division office is thrilled to
announce that they have hired Giusseppe Huaman as the Administrative
Assistant. For many, Giusseppe will be a familiar face. He previously
served as the part-time secretary in the division. We are happy to have
Giusseppe as a full-time employee!
Giusseppe completed his Bachelor of Arts in Communications at the
University of Utah. He is currently working on his Master’s degree in
Education, Culture, and Society at the University of Utah.
Watch out! Vooom! Spike! Volleyball is Giusseppe’s passion and would
be eager to talk about it with anyone. Stop by BB 105 to say hello to him.

Teerah Lopez

From left to right,
Giusseppe Huaman, Teerah Lopez,
Sharsten Thompson

The Computer Science and Information Systems division office is ecstatic
for their new Administrative Assistant, Teerah Lopez. She previously
worked as the Secretary in the Management, Marketing, and Legal Studies
division office. Before coming back to SLCC, she was working at the
University of Utah in the College of Nursing.
Teerah completed her Bachelor of Science in Health Sciences at Brigham
Young University – Idaho. She enjoys working in higher education. Teerah
is a world traveler and enjoys meeting new people. She has lived in Italy,
visited Machu Picchu, seen the islands of Greece, and many other places.
Visit Teerah in BB 112.

Sharsten Thompson

The Dean’s office is excited to announce that Sharsten Thompson has accepted the new Specialist II position. Sharsten was
previously the part-time secretary in the office. She is ready to take on the new challenges that this position brings.
Sharsten completed her Associate of Science in General Studies with an emphasis in Chinese from Brigham Young University
– Idaho. She is currently working on her Bachelor of Science in Speech and Hearing Science at the University of Utah. Her
passion is language learning and tries to practice her skills as much as possible. Stopover at BB 230 to say hello.

Marvelous Employee Recognition
Missy Counter

Who is that “smile” at the end of the phone line, in the content of the email, and that greets you as
you enter BB 109?
That “smile” belongs to Melissa “Missy” Counter, an invaluable member of the SLCC School
of Business family. Missy currently serves as the Administrative Assistant in the Division of
Management, Marketing, and Legal Studies. Due to a recent retirement and transfer of staff, Missy
is now the senior Administrative Assistant of those in the School of Business division offices. In just
three short years, Missy has become an integral part of the day-to-day operations of the division and
school. When she is not solving problems and overcoming obstacles for students and faculty, she is
also training our new staff, and rolling up her sleeves to help anyone who has a need.
If you haven’t yet gotten to know Missy, you are “Missying Out!”. Congratulate her in BB 109.

Missy Counter
Admin Assistant
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New Resource Center in the Business Building
A new space was created for students to
excel in the School of Business. We hope
these resources all located in one place
will enhance your SLCC experience.

From start...

• Study
• Meet in groups
• Access computers
• Study with tutors

...to finish

• Seek Academic Advising

See you there!
In BB 226
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